SAMPLE LESSON (from “ACTS: THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH”)

You Matthias
Are There
The Replacement
Introduction, through the eyes of someone who was there

You are Matthias, a follower of Jesus, but certainly not one
of the twelve apostles. You’ve been with Jesus for about
three years — you were there when John baptized Jesus,
you’ve been with Him as He taught in Galilee and Judea,
and you were there when He was executed … and when He
arose from the grave. You are there now, with the apostles
and over a hundred other followers of Christ who have gotten together after His ascension into heaven, when Peter
makes an announcement.
Judas, the apostle who betrayed Christ, must be replaced.
Who here can fill that role? As Peter describes the qualifications, you realize that he is describing you …
Basic verses and other
related passages
The Basic Story
Acts 1 (Matthias is selected as an apostle to replace Judas.)
Acts 2 (Flames appear as Matthias and the others proclaim Christ.)
But Wait, There’s More ...
Colossians 2:5-12 (Paul describes how important it is to have a firm faith)
Hebrews 11 (Faith, and all that it can accomplish)
1 Peter 1:3-9 (Peter describes the rewards of maintaining your faith)

More depth
and detail
It’s been an amazing two months. First Jesus was executed, and
then He rose from the dead. After He ascended into heaven (now
that was a sight!), the apostles add you — you! — as an apostle,
and now you have the ability to heal, to cast out demons, to even
raise the dead, all to demonstrate God’s power and the truth of
Christ’s message. Then finally, seven weeks after it all began, you
are standing with the other apostles during the Pentecost festival.
Suddenly, a flame bursts out on you and you’re filled with the Holy
Spirit! You are proclaiming Christ’s word, and everyone who hears
you can understand what you’re saying, regardless of what language they know.

What Do You Know About Matthias?

1)
2)
3)

“Summing up” time
(if needed)

Original illustration
(also available in
full-color card sets)

Did You Know?
Who is an Apostle?

Is there any difference between a disciple and
an apostle? Yes!
Related
An apostle is someone sent with authority facts
from about
a ruler, usually an ambassador or messenger.
Bible life &
We read in the gospels about twelve messen- times
gers sent from Jesus to the Jews, and two other
apostles appointed in Acts. These men are
given authority through the use of His Name,
and powers from God to prove their message.
But these men are not chosen because they are
religious leaders, rich men or royalty. How do
they qualify to become apostles of Jesus?
The primary qualification of an apostle is to be
an eyewitness of Jesus. The original twelve are
with Jesus during His three years of teaching,
performing miracles and traveling. Peter sets it
as the time from His baptism by John until His
ascension into heaven (Acts 1:21-22). (Paul,
while not at the actual ascension, is an eyewitness of the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus.) Therefore, it is impossible for a person to
be an apostle today; we cannot qualify.
A disciple, on the other hand, means a follower or learner, and refers to someone who follows the ideas of a certain teacher. Rabbis and
teachers in New Testament times have groups
of disciples who study the Old Testament law
with them. Many prominent Pharisees have
disciples, as does John the Baptizer (many of
whom later become disciples of Jesus).
All the apostles are disciples of Jesus. However,
there are many disciples who follow Jesus who
are not apostles. While we cannot be apostles,
it is possible for each one of us today to be a
disciple of Jesus, which is a high honor indeed!

Discussion Questions
1

Lesson 1

Matthias is a witness of Christ’s life and resurrection. In some ways, you’re a witness of His life and resurrection
also. List two or three ways that you aren’t a witness like Matthias.

The heart of the lesson:
What can we learn from Matthias?
How can we use his
experiences to make us better?

List two or three ways that you are a witness of Christ’s life and resurrection.

Teacher notes with ways to discuss
and develop each question
are available (at no cost)
2

Matthias is suddenly chosen by God to tell the world about Christ. Does God want you to tell the world about
Christ? How do you know?

3

Matthias isn’t mentioned by name in the rest of the Bible. He certainly isn’t as visible as Peter or Paul. Do you
think he continues to live a faithful life for Christ? Name some things that he could be doing, even if those
things aren’t mentioned in the Bible. Which of these things can you do, also?

A second
“summing up” time

4 What can you learn from Matthias?

Harvesting
Faith

Faith is the act of trusting or believing
in someone. We should trust in God
because we believe He loves us and will
take care of us. We should have faith

in God because He fulfilled His promise by sending Jesus to die for our sins.
Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it
is impossible to please God.
How do we show our faith? James
tells us that we show our faith by

Sidebar for
each lesson,
on a related
what we do (2:14-26). For example,
theme
if we say we have faith in God, but do
not help others, our faith is dead.
Faith is powerful and valuable. Only
through faith in Jesus can we ever
know or please God.
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